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For the first time a complete reconstruction has been made, bit by

bit, of the complex meohinery of the German surrender in Italy. This re-

construction, which is strictly faithful to fact, and Is carefully docu-
'anted, is the result of lengthy consultations with the participants.
Many difficulties had to be overcame to obtain the information necessary

to create a true picture of the moving story of the events that preceded
the autumn of f ish,. up to the final surrender, when at noon on the 2nd of

Mgr 1945, the German forces in Italy ceased fighting.

In this book .1 have tried to describe the principal events that took

place in Italy during the period of the German occupation; events that for

the most part I personally observed. At the time, of the surrender Iva,

no longer in Italy. for the reasons stated in the .preceding Chapter I

had been sent on a special mission to the Iberian Peninsula. I vas not,

therefore,. present at the meetings that led to the capitulation.

Liter, however, I had the opportunity of talking with the actors

in the last scene of the drams of the Axis, from on I learned the details .

of the arcangements of the meetings.

Let us review the preliminary events.

The idea of contacting the Allies was first considered by the Per-

mane in the autumn of . 44. At Baini de Lucca, where Kesselring had hie.
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Oft at that Li:m.0101ff appreached Oensial of AviatiOn Bitter onn5g1.

It vas a very vague feeler. Wolff did not wi gn to start an arpment or

to frankly unmask his thoughts or intentions. The point of departure for

attacking the question was that of the recent reverses suffered by the

• lawmen Armies.

In December of 1441aff for the second tins made known his senti-

ments to Rahn; this took place at the Ulla Bessana, where nabn and hia

wife had been hostetoirolffafter the bombing of theVilla Bassetti.

In the last as in the lest new and always more serious reverses .

struck the Reich. The secret weapons that had been promised for so long

a time had not yet appeared. It was already rumored that Hitler -bed lost

his mind. The forum forces in Italy, short of gasoline, weapons, muni-

time, means of transport, and without air cover, were coping with an

Allied advance. The.Oersans no longer possemeed sir combat strength and

the enemy had control of the air without opposition. Demoralisation was

a:plying among the troepe. Kesselring himself, who was noted for his tena-

city and ability in defensive warfare, admitted that it would be difficult

indeed to hold back the British and Americans when these should decide to

take the offensive. If the Omen resistance became desperste, it might

possibly prolong the war several weeks and.even several :soothe; but as re-

gards the final result it was no Ungerpossible to sure: illupions. The

planned attack in the Ardennes would not be able to reverse tMe positions.

Rahn, 	  agreed with Wolff in judging that the was no,possi-

bility of Gereany continuing to fight and that it was imperative that every

effort should be made to stop a last useless sacrifice of human life. On

the political side the Ambassador saw no possibility of a rupture in the

opposite party while the war lasted.
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Nevertheless no decisions lore reached and it eve agreed that they

would 'Omit a more propitious moment.
41**IIMMHHINI■

In Amery of 191t5, NaronNerril/i communicated with the Lieutenant

of the SS, Calidekinaer, heed of the IT Office of the Reiohesicherbeite-

haunts:at of Milan (CID) that he hed a means of contacting lie angle-

Americans through switeerland. The motive lapel/inuPsrrilli to take this -

step gli7 be found in hie desire to prevent the . Oensene accomplishing their

planned destruction of the power plants and faotorievof northern Mar.

For the sane reasons cardinaltehaster had served as intensediew

between the Italian Partisans and the Germans.

In February parrilli crossed the border into Seitserhusd and con-

tacted his friend proft_lek . kuiesenn, aSELINLOAILGONZ.

Bdomumn, invddition to the.homane motive, was desirous of proem-,

ing the Port of Genoa and the Italian railway 'rotes, which were of parti-

cular interest to the Seise economy.

nameann undertook to sake all the arrengements, and called in

Maprl*eibel, one of the heeds of the Swiss intelligence earvice, who was

a friend of long standing. B. requested Inibel to give his all potable

help in a very difficult situation.

label "got in touchwith Mr. Allen W.-tallas, pereonallopmpaOtative

Rooearelt in Neitigr2isn4 and bead. of the Office ofltrategiolervinee

op_erating_ip the territom:of the Osts4Scan7.

Dulles see that the project was worthy of consideration and decided

to give a hearing to Parrilli.



In the first meeting of Amerioane, Seise, and Italians, Oulles did
:: 44*	 •

not appear, but had himself represented by his annuagy Oero von Oaevernits.

Oavermits asked for the woes of the.0ermans with uham it mould be

possible to estehliSh contact.

The first names given by Bimini did not impress Telles' eecretary.

He, however, evinced more interest when Parrilli mentioned the name of

nollnee.

Perri/1i had not yet gotten in touch with Oollmenn in regard to the

matter, but from his personal larmeledge of the man he knee Donee:an mould

he interested in a negotiation of this kind. ' Hesidee, Parrillieas.aware

of the fact that Dollwann bad favorably received a letter from deptein

-/g_iL.....j•tti 'hop in the tome of Cardinal Schusteroesked him to do all in

his power to prevent the destruction of Northern Italy.

1114114#4111***

Om his return from gwiteerland l an the lit of March, Parrilli bad

a eeetdsog with Donna= in kilan in themer l s apartment.

After the loss of Rase, Dolls= gam appointed liaison between

lessellring and Wolff; although he had lost one standing, he us still

of importance. Sivas living at Reggio, where, in addition to accomplish-

ing hie liaison tasks, he had tried to tot as mediator hotelmen the lehrmacht

and the Partisans, at least in the sector controlled by hie offioe.

With the greatestsnthusiasm Donn= accepted Ime proposal ofmeot-

ing Rooeevelt , e representative. Re, at first, thought that the Anerienns
mere desirous of nesting the Germans because they had finally realised

that destroying Germany meant opening the door of Warw. 'to Russia.

Parrilli managed to avoid the subject; he wanted& all costs to

establieh contact between the Americans and the Germans.



•

5..

Visa Wolff was informed'by Dollmen of the opportunity %haled pre-

sented itself, he kevt thevball mu the bounce. The invitation came at the

right moment. Re asked his collaborators to goes quickly as possible to

Switsidand to see what:tM Americans wonted.

'Oft the 3rd of MarchParrilli, Dollmenn, and Timmer presented them-

selves at the Swiss border. Parrilli crossed, giving the prearranged pase-,

word, mPierluigio . Dellmann and Weser managed to enter Switseifiand with

the help of label, who had given special instructions to the frontier gaited.

An immediate meeting with Dulles and Galvernitol was impossible ami

for the time being, they 'were not scalable.. Perrillttook the initiative

in presenting Shama= to theOermans as s reproisentitive having the confi-

dence of Dulles.

The conference between Ruses= and Gollaann opened an a classical

argument. Dollmenn talked of the necessity of acing Snrope . frMa Do/sho-

vies, expressing surprise that the Allies had not let thought of uniting

with the Germane in an anti-Ansa/in crusade.

-**********

Attacking the undsject directly,PCSMann same:wad to Gellman that

the Allies were prepared to contend with any desperate lest stand.of.the
,

Germans, but that it would not be worth while for Germany to aintinue

fighting because there was no chance of a rupture between the Anglo-

Americans and the Russians, at any rate while military operations against

the Retch continued. There remained only one wry open to this Germans:

that of shortening the war by the capitulation of the Germen.troope

Italy opposing thanglo-Amerimmle.	 •

A surrender of this kind could be haled as a patriotic gesture

(like that made the 20th of July 19411 by the Generals Witaleben, Beck and
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others) and a clever: political cove that theOernans would be meryinvmg not

to make.

At this point Mamma, realising that his Interlocutor wanted noels

and offered little, jawed to his feet, imdignent and red is 	 farm, Say-

ing, •Weed what dnyou expect of se? That I should betray my couotry?"

Bunn= replied that he did not expect anything but that he oom-

sidered the words obetreyal l and' *traitor ,' lore not pertinent; that; the

Allies recognised and respected an honest nen who need help in ending the.

slaughterof varfowe, as they had proven in the ease of Dmioglio, and of .

Orandi, and of Dannerhein.

It not tilltbe afternoon of the 3rd of Stroh thit the gremlins

joined by Mr, Paul lite whom Dales. had delegated as his representative at

this first meeting.

Dlos, having been requested by Hamann to enprese his opinion to the

Germans who were ready to cooperate in bringing the war to an and and avoid-

ing the useless waste of human life, said (in Trench), "The material and

sofa dosage caused by this ear in Rums has been so great that the Allies

vill have need of *wiry son of good will for the resenstrUztlon. Any one

who helps Mi4hartnn the ear will have proven that be is a man of good wino.

0.;the end of the sleeting, Dollnann noted dawn siocinotly the Ameri-

can Lissa as folloeVj

1. No power in the World will be able to separate INS Anglo-

Anericans from the Russians. •

2. Oernany had lost the war. .

3. The Allies would not have dealt with representatives of Hitler

or of Hitler.
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. In this contact being made between the Allies and . the Germano,

thwdlecussious ceild oar deal with the Allied Zone.

5. That the only thinithat Ma loft for an honest Oernen to de.

ens, in the interest of the Gorman people, to help shorten the

mar in every possible my, which, if it were minted akweeld

involve theGermen nation in an incredible struggle.

4mHHH14.414411

The second meeting between the Germane end the American* took plass
-7-

at Zurich'. In addition . to Dal:mann and zikaler, Wolff and his el4M, anme..0isms.
were present.

The group wis received at the Swies frontier by Fsrrl.Ui,Hammon,

and a representative of Wajor Weibel.	 .

The illegal crossings of the Swiss border by the Gerson Ark/ officer*,

which vas aggravated by the . fact that they belonged to the 53, was doe

solely to the personal initiative of Intibel.

The SmiseGovernment vas not aware of .this infraction of theimies laws,

this breach of Swiss neutrality.

Rama= and Weibel had taken the initiative at their own risk and

peril. the successful ending justified their deed and merited the gratitude

of theGovernment of the ConfedPcation.

Grin* the journey frock the frontier to ihadmh, Wane= retired alone

with Wolff to a first class reserved compartnent. There they bila a

once thatthat lasted not less than seven hours.

!Meagan began hie talk with e question that apparently had no refer-

once - to the subject but which served as a basis for.his argument. He asked

Wolff if he, in his position of great responsibility had sworn had occasion

to discus probleas with leaders of industry, of finance, of science, and

if he had ever listened to the briefs of sainent jurists. Wolff *lied

that he had not.
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That is a pity', observed Hassenn, *bee:suss with oar ermine use

only a part of our surroandlner. Roosevelt, for movie, in addition to

Ida regular diacritic and military intelligence services, has the habit

of sanding his personal friends to foreign countries as observers. con-

sider tulles, for exempla, eho is not Ashessador in Borne, snd does not

even beiong to thetiplamatic Corps, but is one of the leading lowers in

America; he now finds Mama: in Siiitsteriend as observer and personal re-

ureseatatine of the President of the United States. Re reports directly

to Roosevelt mnd is responsible to Roosevelt only.

Hums= spoke at length about Roosevelt as a mama am • statesmen,

and presented him as the personification of the smerian people. MO re-

marked that in time of 	 sean democracies become, in a senee,dictstor-

ships. lith the substantial differmwe tint, however, the responsible

chiefs are sissy, aware that they must render amount to parliament of

their actions and decisions. Been he time of =rola democratic mere-

meats there maybe elections and laws passed by parliament, vbile dictators,

being vareaohable and unocntralled, give account of their aotions to no one

and in that way the possibility of going astray is increased considerably.

•left listened with attentioe.

Proceeding with hi. theme Mama= spoke enttendastically of the

British Wire and of Chombill and then also of Ruffle andStalin. Is

then pointed cot to Wolff the difference between realise in polities end

• moralsonse in a private individual. Is made a special effort to clarify

the differences between Churchill and Roosevelt an the one head sad Stalin

co the other, in regard to the interests that nnited thee.



*The Anglo-Saxons's , he said, mare accuitomed to solve difficult

problems	 after the other and until they have disposed of the principal

problem, they do not allow their attention to be distracted by secondary

or trivial setters. Ibile theOsrmans eisre trying to create the millenium

in Oermanys Churchill limited his efforts to trying to mows peace for

20 or 30 years. In the destiny of the individaalas lathe destiny of ma-

tionsp-onforeseen factors occur such as the inordinate ambition tout* to

plan the course of the centuries.'

101ff interrupted, nou have talked each of Roosevelt, churshill,.

Stalin, and their people.. !hat, now, do you think of Misr/ Is it in-

tentional that you hate avoided speaking of bin?'

' Hasse= replied in the negetivaand added that every mma ens gUided

in his actions by three fundamental factors: reason, sentiment and can-

science.

Cceseience is not born of instinct, it is • complex that is greatly

influenced by atavism and by education. Sling this as an ample, ' he de-

monstrated that sensibility and Gomm:isnot were very little developed in

Hitler..

*sit Ritlior does not even use reason in his present law of acting

and thinking. Ro belongs to the category of the possessed.' .

.	 A long discussion resulted. Rem= demonstrated that Hitler 'a.

dominated by an obsession, while Stalin had.to be.creditedmith ,t the

144st an absolutely rationalistic mentality. ben, for instance, Roosevelt

informed Stalin thatcongress, the Senate and eventhe American people,

would never accept the alliance with . sn atheist and organiser of world •

revolution, Stalin did not hesitate to re-establish the Church ins few

weeks, to wipe out thenamintern n , and to establish a new national anthem.
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Hitler, instead, continued quarrelling with the Churches, dloaiog

please of culture, persochtiof folielon. He continually attached the Jose

of Amerioa and gland, end tirelessly pushed the dispersal and estereination

of those in Europe. This was the essential differense betweee Stalin sad

Ritlers ome INA was a political realist, the other a madman with an idea-

logical wimples.

Oontinming, Hamm= followed and pictured the developments of themes

up to the time thatoburchill himself had admitted that the situatiem of the

Alliee was notably better because of the inexcusable errors 'omitted by

Hitler. It one considered events objectively, ono had to admit that the

Rated States did not enter into the war of their own free will. Roosevelt

indisputably deserves the credit of having foreseen the inevitability of

Intervention on the part of his country. Also at the very beginning the

President had made every effort to avoid var. Then, due to evade be had

been oompelled to help %gland. In the rimai analYtim, houswf, it was not

Roosevelt mho decided the interenatien of the United States, but the in-

credible deed of the Japanese, who, mith the methods of gangsters end the

advantage of a military surprise, thought that they could In cam night forms

a great nation to bend the knee.

Had Hitler annibbentrop influenced the apnoeas to strike end act

In this manner? At any rate, the Jepanese, through Pearl Harbor, succeeded

in one night in &thieving a result that probably child mot have beta eons-

nlished in sany months, with millions spent in propaganda, namely, the /le-

sion of the American people into • single block facing the problems of the mar.

Hummann continued. flOs the other hand, in the long year* of fightihe,

years that art the bloodiest in the history of the world, the opposing forces

of thesermans and the Russians succeeded in doing nothing more than slapping
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each other in the face. Thu losses of the Russians havabeen immenea,both

In totem/ withstand as a revolt of the occupation of east sections of th,..

Soviet te.rritoriers by theSermans. Hut the sacrifice. of the Russians gave

the anglo-Sazons the Mae neoseeneury to overcome their critical situation

and their enforosti conduct of %lemur an a defensive basis. Noe, in the

last Posse of the conflict, they have reached the Rhine with 'a staggering

advents"' both lama and material. The preparations were long and diffi-

cult but ones again the affect itli be catanlyesdc:

Hitler frequentlyspoks'of Providence. It does net matter ghat you

call it -- 011thootealde , Sod, or Providence. Hut if you observe the develop-

ments of the last years retrospectively, you can readily use that it wad

not the will of Providence to guide Hitler to victory..

It. is evident that . the Berm Aruy,created from an impoverished

people by • fanatic like Hitler, eas .able to enormously weaken the Shelia=
foross, but it is also apparent that the Stalin of today is not the some

as at the beginning of the war, and likemise that the Bolshevism of today

is not the same as that of before the ear.,

• Wolff had listened attentively to Roseann e ' discooree. He begin to

talk Minato recalling the years of his icalth, his dispair for Gamier/ and

• for her future as a nations . torn apart by a dow...:1 differentPolitital parties,

all striving against one anether,. mmilvegpin his desire to find some "sane

of a rebirth, he became interested in and leads the accinaiLtanme of Hitler,

'boa. life had always been a very daple one, but who had mads the mistake.

of surrounding himself with incapable assistants.



12.

volff -ontin ,.ed, outlining the character of some of these collabora-

tor,: loering, for giample, with nis bombast, his vanity, his luxury, was -

• sere shell. The Judgment that he formed uf Ribbentrop, weighing the

political sal diplomatic qualities of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of

the Third Reich, sae even more negative. Re ended with the question, "Why

does the world hate Hitler?"

Rasmann replied, "Moen in private life • failure is etitleised and

censured; even by associates and friends, while success provokes the ad-

miration of everybody. The greater the position of a man, the more he is

• in the public or, correspondingly the more severe willthe critics be. If

Hitler bad achieved success, many things would have beta overlooked, and any

pieeedillos would have been submerged in the tide of admiration. .Bat the

will of Providence, the decline of Berman power, Hitler t s own mistakes, in-

dicated clearly that from failure to failure, the end east be near. Horrible

deeds have been unveiled to the world that called down on him Universal axe-

oration.. The destiny of Hitler is already ionised	 the molds are fixed.

To continue the war would moan only turning the Osman cities into slaughter

housemaid cutting short the existanoe of thousands."

"Bat", said Wolff, "the Allies wish to-destroy theOarnan people."

Names= sauntered, sit is not possible to &etre a people. Asa Maw
did not summed in esnensinating the Hebrews. Ons ean wipe out a east*. Tea

and I lived in the times of Billies IL That era passed with the first World

War. You and I . lived in the tines of the Omar, and in the Russian Rivolutice

princes and grand dukes disappeared. But the Russian and Osrmin people -still

remain. And after this war the ruling class in (Weeny will be wiped out,

but a nation .pf 80 million people oannot be wiped out. Not the Allies, but

the Germans themselves, in obstinately insisting on fighting this foolish

and hopeless war to the bitter end, can destroy their people end their country.
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The longer the conflict lasts the greeter will be the slivery, the greeter

the possibility of famine."

.	 "Prom whet you her told me", replied Wolff, "I suet believe that you

have an exact Inalerstaisling of the psycholocr of German officer,. Add to

that the military training they have received. The result is that .the very

foundations of our existence are obedience and loyalty to our oaths. For

these principles we can die, but we cannot break them and continue to live."

"Does the principle of obedience prevent your thinking?" asked Bus-

mann. In addition to obedience, ought not those iho find themselves in

higb pieces reflect on the orders they ere about to issue? You have taken

an oath of loyalty to . Ritler. Rut hasn't this same Hitler stated that any-

tbing . is just and right that is for the good of the Gersten people? Isn't

Ritlei a gelhol? Do you think you should keep your onto to a men an you

personally are colVieged that to contMnue the war will moult in ruin for

theGerman people? The generals who organised the plot of July 20th weranot

bad Germans, but men who, having seen that the wee was lost, wanted toemd it

as soon as possible for the good of the people end of the country. History

will judge them; they will be considered as heroes and patriots, not as

traitors. Isn't this the conflict thst is going on in your mind, General

Wolff?■  In the bottOm of your heart even you are convinced that the ler ie,.•■•■•■■•

irremediably lost for Germany. When you return to Italy vith whet conviction,

with what justification can you issue ardent to your soldiers to fight and

die for a lost cause?"

Wolff asked Busmann to leave him alone for a Aile. Snow bad blocked

the line and at Goscheners the train had to come to a halt.

After • half hour the conversation was resumed. Wolff asked Rusmann

what grounds he thought would be acceptable for the opening of negotiations

with the Anglo-Americans.



Busman stipulated that the discussions must to limited entirely to

military questions, because if thsywent into political natters only the

 loaders of the Allies, Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill, *cad make

the decision. The military surrender of a single sector, on the other hand,

was quits within the competence of General Eisenhower.

Wolff stated that neither Hitler nor Inneler knew of his journey to

emitserland. He himself had decided to take the step after hearing 'what

Donavan had to say and after the talks he had had vith Parilli at Mono,

especially as he felt it was imperative that he personally should evaluate

the situation.

The discussion continued and Rosman asked Wolff the question "hied

initiated the final steps "Shall the greatest tragedy in German history

take place without any German having the ooursg' s to at far the good of hu-

manity? I an sure that you realise that the book of the German people is

brokOn, and that nothing further pen be hoped for from them. Icuoas wallas

WershallAssselring, command troops in a sector that is completely separate_

from the other manes of operation, and are therefore able to initiate, and

bring to a conclusion, a plan that 'indirectly have its effect in Whorteming

the war, independently of the other organisatioos in the center of the Reich,

a plan that 'sill have undottbtad repercussions, on the other fronts. Under

these conditions everything seems to point to you as the man chosen for the

fulfillsamt of a mission that your people can neither ignore nor forget.*

. The group took up their residence in zurich in Ousmann I s hones, where

they had planned the meeting with the Americans. They, however, hesitated

to come at the last soment as Dulles t suspicions had been aroused. He

thought that Wolff was acting as an agent of Rimier, and his conviotion 'as

based on the latest information reclaimed by the Americans, according to ehich
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-rt-Kaltanbrunner was trying to contact the Allies in Switserland. It mas

another example of the extraordinary suspicion of the steericana in regard

to every cove undertaken by theOermans, which muspicima almost caused the

nhas plan to fail. It was Humana who, by exerting great pressure, finally

succeeded in inducing Dolls* to remise Wolff.

This was not the only time the negotiationsnearly broke dam, for

several times they mere in danger of shipwreck.

If this did not happen, it is thanks to Dusmann, Weibel aml Parrilli,

who, besides having to overcome certain technical obstacles, had to create

a basis of understanding, adjusted to the completely different mentalities

of the Americans and theSermans, differences that would have caused the break-

ing off of negotiations at the first disagreement or misunderstanding.

After introductions had been made, Sunman asked the fallowing ques-

tions of Wolff: "General, as the result of our talk on the train are you

convinced thatOermmmr has definitely lost the marl"

Wolin "Tee."

Hesmanns "Did you also understand that we cannot discuss in Switser-

land any problem concerning the Reich, but only those affecting the some of

operations in Italy?" .

Motifs "Ise."

Mussannt "Twice you have formally assured no that your trip to

Switzerland has been usdertaken without the knowledge of Hitler and Himmler,

and that your presence here can in no way be considered as your being t.4s

agent or representative of these two persons?"

Wolf f: "Yes."

filmanns "From our talkyour final conclusion was that the only pos-

sible thing was an unconditional surrender, am arry other form of surrender

would bring the matter into the field of politics, and thereby of unsurmoont-

able problems?"

s.
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Wolff: nes.*

Then Rummann added: spite of this, you should attempt to en-

tend the present discussion to the Whole Isiah, it is just as well that yen

'should realize that these discussions would end in 30 seconds -- is I right,

Kr. Dulles?*

Dulles agreed, and Russann, after • few words, eithdrew and left the

Ommen with the aiericans. Their talk lasted more than an hour and Wolff

came out from it satisfied; and Dales declared himself pleased with the

visitor.

The following day another meeting tack place between the Germans sod

theAmericans, at which the Sodas were also present.

Iboso  participating were Wolff, Dollmann, Rosmann, Shiba, and %ever-

nits. The problem of the Partisans was discus sod mad the proclamation was

drafted that mold have to be issued at the time of the morrender.

The meeting broke no under the best auspices.

******1H1041,

Oen Whiff, Dollmenn, Manner, Zimmer and Parrilli returned to /tar

they realised that Berlin suspected the negotiations because Kaltenbrumnere

in the ease of Himmler, bad sent a telegram to Wolff forbidding contact with

theAllies and ordering the arrest of fUrrilli.

laltenbronner's telegram did not worry Wolff too nude. Be keel: be

could justify his trip into switserland by: making it appear as an attempt

at cresting a rift in the enemy camp.

After the first trip of Dollmann,vt the request of fulles3arri and
aNamMehe •

4remaiani were set free, and were allowed to go to Switserlandl even far this
•

Wolff had a reason, as the two chiefs of the Partisans had served to obtain

the liberation of coTAUnschs, ex-aide of Hitler, *lo vas a prisoner of the

Allies.
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The transfer at that tine of Kesselring from the Italian to the West-

ern Front cane as a surprise to all.

The successor was not nosed, and Wolff was no longer in a position to

treat with the Military Commander. Perrilli was asked to inform Dul/es of

the new conditions that had arisen.

Parrilli accepted this new mission, in spite of the danger of being

machine gunned by the Allied Air Force, which almost incessantly patrolled

the road between Milan and Chisesovand also the danger he ran fromthe SD

suspicions and surveillance because they meld not understand how Wolff

could permit a man to vender freely about the frontier when Berlin had or-

dered his arrest.

Parrilli concluded his mission and on his return to Italy transmitted

the three following questions from Dulles to Wolfft

1. Bad Wolff the authority to act alone?

2. If, as a replacement to Xesselring a new commender should arrive,

could and would Wolff persuade bin to act with bin?

J. If the new oammamder mos not disposed to act in collaboration,

would Wolff sat against his orders?

Wolff told Parrilli . that he was certain Kees airing would not return

to Italy and that the name of the new commander we still unknown. We

'toted, ',Dulles may count on me whatever happens. It is KT firm intent to

bring to fruition the plans arranged with Dulles the 8th of March in Zurich.

I hops to be able to convince the new commander -- and I have many arganentsin

Then before letting Parrilli leave for Switserland he gave the orders

in his presence which countermanded the projected destruction in Worth Italy.

Parrilli, as soon as he reached swim; territory, got* in touch with

Ruemann and reported the result of his mission.
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Husmann and Parrilli acted as intermediaries with the Americans and

had Louse all their influence awl their power of persuasion to convince

the Americans that Wolff had not change-, any of his intentions. Dulles was

finally persuaded and went to the Allied Headquarters in France to ask that

a military delegation be sent to Switserland to treat with Wolff.

Osevernits said to Hamann, "You can see, Profeesor, it is not easy

to start negotiations!"

The 15th of larch Parrilli returned to liAtiy to inform Wolff fras

Bolles that a military mission would come from OHQ Caserta to Switserland.

It was Wolff this time who seemed to be in not too much of • hurry.

He had realised that, contrary to hte first emoting up of the situation,

without the ooncurrance0 of the Army, it would be very difficult to aeon-

push the surrender.
IC

a31471.2;OLOWILLagbat, who was his friend, had been appointed as

besselring's suacessor,and he hoped to readily associate him with the project.

But the newCommander in Chief had not yet arrived in Italy and he bad not

been able to confer with him. He accepted, however, the 19th of March as

the date of the next meeting in Seitserland, at which be appeared accompanied

by Wiener. and Zimmer.

On the date arranged the Omens and the Americans met at Ascona.

The technical preparation of the new meeting had been entrusted to Bajor

Weibel, who was absolutely trusted by theAssericans. The Americans, however,

being aware of their proximity to the Italian frontier and, therefore, to

theoensam troops, thought it wise to prepare for any eventuality by having

machine guns in the garden and to keep a large bit of the lake under sur-

veillance.
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Before the meeting Hamann an' 	 rt1Uoad a title with Wolff at Lugano.

Rummann wanted to tallcwith Wolff before the meeting to clear up an

ambiguity that he thought present in the statement of the German General.

Dallas had summed the Allied military representatives an the basis

of the affirmative reply given by Wolff to Parrillii that is to may, that he

meld bring about the surrender even against the willof theDcemmusier in Chief

of this:Orman Arend Tones in Italy. When Perrin' told Busman that Wolff

would come on the 19th of March, he had also told his that Wolff rammed to

have changed his Kind, Inasmuch as he considered it would be impossible to

act in opposition to theclerman military authority in Italy.

finsonn, fearing that Dulles,when confronted with this reservation,

would cancel the meeting, accessed the responsibility of not transmitting this

part of Wolff'. reply.

*I meeting his anLupno and by talking with his before he not the

Allies, he hoped to inform his of the state of affairs and to yarn him that

a 000tredicticel in his statement, in view of the suspicions of the Americans,

could be fatal to the whole outcome.

Wolff was able to prove to Rouannthat there vas no oentrediotios, but

only a misunderstanding. He had said to Parrillionallos gen count an me

with or without the Geri= Dommander." (Loh shah, an Dulles nit und Anon

den dentsc)ea Kommandanten.) Parrilli had understood that the surrender

could be accomplished with Or without the Approval of the Olorsdir of the

German troope,and had so informedDulles, who, as a result of is communion-

tion, had eummaned the Allied Military Mission to Switzerland. Wolff, in-

stead, had merely meant to reaffirs his loyalty to Dulles, but not that the

surrender would be brought about against the wishes of theDommander Of the
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army. Throw	 eIeunJeretanain,	 reason woul • 'DV. wnmiebed that

had emceed %lie• t	 LheAnglo-ameriper nii■w .. • to Switeerland.

This would realween-cne dement suspicions 	 wales, who might have teen

in Wolff i e words an expedient to gain Um! and confuse the situation.

.	 It sne agreed betweedeelff and Hamann to present the following pro-

posals to thennericans, giving them a chance to choose whichever they pre-

ferred:

1. If, in the final analysis, /twee considered abbolutely necessary,

Wolff would be willing to try to bring about the surrender by himself, but

he would explain the difficulties UP be encountered.

2. It might be preferable to await the arrival offiettinghe and to

persuade him to collaborate, especially in view of the friendship 'existing

between Waft and the new Com:minder in Chief. Wolff was almost certain that

be could favorably influsnoeViettinghof.

3. Wolff would be glad to go to fesseiring t s new Headquarters on the

Western Front and nee if he coulA obtain his authorisation to accomplish the

surrender.

Having Obtained Kesselrinee authorisation, it would be easy enough

to convince Viettinghof, who, being a ^non-political " general and a great

friend of Eisselring, would preemmabli listen most willingly to the mAgges-

. tions of thefield Marshall.

Wolff stressed an additional possibilitr for the future, namely, that

in his talk with itesselring he hoped to persuade him to combine the surrender

' of the Western Front with that of the Delianiector.

Hamann persisted in warning Wolff of the necessity of comporting him-

self in such a manner as not to destroy Dulles' confidence: it was therefore

necessary that he present his decision as definite and irrevocable, while
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putting in proper relief the fact that the removal of Cessalring had

created an entirely . new and unforeseen state of affairs.

Wolff for his part bed insisted am the conditions of surrender that

would be accorded his collaborators, particularly tbeftnerals (aloft 'dm

waArasisud) who would have followed him. Be 1114W to be assured by Us.

Allies that they would be accorded honorable and chivalrous treatment. Be

asked nothing for himself,but stated that he eould do nothing until be had

been givenu formal assume** as to this natter.

(At Amen. in a little villa belonging to the Aesriians there was held

a first conferanee between Wolff, Dulles and nasvernits: at a second con-

ference Gene ml Teence 3: 10.re_r_ff t?„Milt4h1,114aMetaLaiLtra and 4ffinuill

Lyman L.Irsanitier of theAmerican Argy, were also present.

TM two generals, with the aid of Weibel, had assumed in Switserland

the names of two serpents in the American smANidbolson . 	 Seeley.
--t- -

,6:01,1

TheSsiss government continued to the very end to amain in the dart

in regard to all these events.

Daring the meting, Mum= took Wanner into the garden to convince

, hin since he had been pointed Oct by Zinser as Ming the soot sceptical.

Having also learned fras Zimmer that Wolff had bronght important

documents with him, Rudman begged Wolff to turn them over to the Allies

as • proof of his loyalty and good faith.

At the Astons conference it was decided to let Wolff go to assalring,

to endeavor to *UM his authorisation to accomplish the surrender. Wolff

had planned to leave the next day and be back within three day" at themost.

Wenner marked, 'There is luny a slip Itmixt the cup and the lip..

The prophetic word, of Wenner proved too true; Wolff ran into diffi-

aaties on his trip. On the date, set for his return, that is the 2hth of

March, he did not appear nor did he send aoy *visage.
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t	 lot til	 At. tf mar	 •at m 1ff r■ curned to Italy. The

	

night before tne mm,	 th•sy	 n-tifie4 Perrin' of

Wolff's return. ?bran/ vas a A to convince Rauff that it Me imperative

that be go et once to Mmitserland to cersomally confirm the news to Weibel

and Hasiann.

Parrilli, with theiconsent of his friends, tried in every wey to win

over to their plan the bead of the German Police for Lombardy and the Pismont,

for his attitude was visibly unfavorable to the negotiations.

Weibell profited by Renn i e visit to ask for the release of 5 political

prisoners, to which Rauffiagreed. .

.Fhe 30th of March Wolff and Parrilli met at eteano. Wolff reported

to Parrillit •iesselring, in spite of being meowed under with work, I.-

oeived me twice and listened with great interest. e,also, is of the

opinion that we should enter into negotiations with the Allies, particu-

larly as he is certain we cannot resist cm the Western Front for More than

three, or at the most, four weeks. Atthe end of this period the moms

will be exhausted.10

lesselring had also spoken to Wolff concerning the issuance of a new

"Versmtiflungssaffe n (weap= of desperation) which wasexpected daily and

which was to be used on the Western Front. Kesselring himself did not know

the exact nature Of the weapon but theeffeets had been described to his is.

so terrible that he had decided to send in his resignation rather than have

his name linked with such a ',span.

In his second talk with MOM the Field Marshall vas more reeerved,

saying that a surrender on the Western Front seemed impossible as he felt,

he WU not completely master of the situation.

However, he was not opposed to such a step being taken by Fiettinghof,

nor to wolff l s plan in general.



Wks sere teeing place mitkytesselring, gaff received

am urgent oallfromdierlin, requesting his to explain his contact with the

Allies.

These Contretemps had prevented Wolff meeting Viettinghof. Par-

rilli announced then to the head of the SS that he eou14 not return to

kscona till he hid been informed of the result of the meeting with Viet-
tinghof. Zimmer had to go to Ancona to inform the Anerioan delegates of

what bed happened and to announce the imminent arrival of Wolff and Par-

rilli. The lust named bad had the impression that, after his talk with

Wolff had became sore cautious mid ges seeking to gain time.

Sommer, ha preferred to stay near Pasano, bemuse he believed that per-

sonal/7 he °mad influence theOarean General. On the other hand, the

General considered it helpful to have Rimini within reach.

The 31st of larch the meeting of Wolff and Viettinghof took place.
r

OeneraIlilettiger, Chief of Staff of tip Commander of VS* German ?braes in 

Dap was also present.

The predictions of Wolff were fulfilled because both Ratline and

Viittinghof announced that they favored a surrender. They, like tassel-

ing, knew that the Allied offensive was in an advanced state *of prepare-

tion,and that they did not have the means of opposing it far more than it

few weeks.

Wolff inforeed then that he would go to Switzerland 'Sterol* would

definitely arrange for the surrender and that he would accept the date set

by Dulles: eight o'clock in the evening of April 2id.

In the meanwhile Eismler, acting On a rumor that had reached hie

from Italy, took Wolff's. family under his "personal prstectionw.
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Staler himself telephoned this decision to mom, warning his nem

Win not to lora the Italian acne.

Wolff said to %milli; '160 not lack the courage to go to Seitser-

land* if necessary I add not hesitate to even sacrifice errantly to the

muse. But I as certain that now that Rimier has spoken to me, that there

is already an individual with a ballet reedy for me. Se nay ean be are

at Oft maybe on his lay here. The end of the story meld be • superb

fascia at the expeens of the State. Out my corpse 'Quid be of no nee to

the alits, nor, being dad, could I render any servia to people. I1

is impossible, therefore, for we to leave ram at this time. 00 to

Dulles and ask if, instead of my costa, he will septa Allied Saperior

Officer to Rasa, have his lodged secretly, and from here he can contact.

(Win Caserta.*

Oimenal lemnitar in3witser1and made the counter proposal, tater'

of the impossibility oellolff's coming, of 'ending planipoteatiaries across

the firiog line.. The passport to Pas the Allied Line was *Nuremberg*.

The 5th of April Pirrilli was ;resented to Tiettinghof and Ottigyr.

At this meeting there was much talk of the weather, but there were onl,y

brief and vague allusions to the sublect dear to Parrilli's heart.

lo a subsequent tete-a-tete Wolff informed %milli that Viettinghof.

demanded guarantees. The Damn Commander in Chief wished to be certain

that the amender !mold be accaplished in ouch a way that history Could

not some day call him :a traitor to his country.-

Also Visttinghof asked to see the draft of the articles ãf surrenar

before authorising its signature; in that way the plenipotentiaria dale-

gateA to sign would only have to We one trip across the front lines. .
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Zimmer vas sent to traniniteiettinghof f s request to Heimann. The

8th of April Heimann and Zimmer wire joined by Farrell, bearing a docu-

ment in which the German proposals mere specified. The document was given

to the Americans in Dern. Donee end Haevernitt translated it sad sent it

in cede to the Allied Headquarters in Caserta.

On his return to Roane, Rarrilli realised that other delays threatened

to hinder the. negotiations; Tiettinghof had presented another proposal,

allacly, that the Allies should advance about 10 kilometers a day.

	

- Vlettinghof, according to Wolff, weiprofoundly upeet by 	 informa-'

tion received froalerlin that the situation was about to be completely re-

versed and that Renew Ise assured of victory'. The Commander in Chief Wee

vacillating and did not wept to ley down his area until he had been con,.

rifted that every last sacrifice of human life had been proved Lobe futile.

Also Himmler had again celled lelff to Berlin.

Peering the worst, Wolff thought it wiser to inform Rimier somewhat

of the state of affairs. Pe, thereforemote his a letter in 'high he in-

formed him of .he necessity of finding a solution, based an a eompromise,

before this became impossible due to Russian intervention.

Tho terms requested would inCludet

•	 1. The avoidance of imprisonment for the Overman troops.

2. The granting of an honorable surrender..

3. The unhampered withdrawal of the troops.

In his letter Wolff reiterated that he had acted in the beet inter-

cite of the German people. He stressed the inportenoe of the foot that the

negotiations mould preserve the troops, who by thus avoiding capture on the

Southern ?root, would beavailable later for keeping order in Oarmany, end

probably also to form a future nucleus of the SS under some other none.

He ended by asking Rimier to now to his to personally take cognisance of
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the situation, as he,.Wolff, could no longer leave Italy, in view of the

political developments.
.e.""

This letter was sent to Riealer by seans ofnrj_31.-,..1.35x3.ar a trusted

friend of - Wolff, who was summed from Monaco for that purpose. Parrilli

stayed at lesano to await Rimier 's . reply.

During those days Roosevelt's death vas announced. The decease of

the President of the United States had • particaer bearing on the pending

negotiations because thereby Dales lost -his main support.

Rimier's rammer to Wolff was prompt. It summoned . him to appear in

Berlin immediately. Though doubtful of the outcome, Wolff decided to obey.

Before leaving he gave Parrilli a folder containing his testament:

ma:rival to be given to Mr. Dulles by Baron Luigi Parrilli"

"In the event that I do not return from Berlin:

"1. If I should lose my pest of Command, or should be imprisoned,

and thereby the plan to which I have agreed could not be brovght to frai -

tion, I beg that you will not let the consequences fall on the Oerfinn

. people nor on the Dorman troops in Italy.

"2. If after Toy death ny somory or my honor dhould be attacked, I

tog that Yr. Dulles will rehabilitate it by staking publio the true reasons

and the humans ideals that were my motives, and to mike it knosn that I did

not act for any selfish reason, nor as . a traitor, but with the hope and

conviction of. saving the Osman people as much as possible.

"3. After my death lb.% Yr. Dulles, in rembranee of the ideal

for which I shall have diee, that he will accord to the perm and Italian

troops honorable conditions of surrender.

"4. After my death, I bog Mr. Tulles to protect my two families,

as far as he is - able, that they be not destroyed."
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Carrying Wolff l e testamett, Parrilli crossed the frontier once again

to bring the docyment and the news of Wolff l e departure for Berlin to Has-

seen and Mabel.

They werereosived by tulles, but they thovmht it wiser not to speak

of Wolff's testament, either because of the effect on Dulles of the death

of President Roosevelt, his friend, or became: they felt that the news of

Wolff ts departure for Berlin would cause enough of an unfavorable impression.

Dulles took advantage of the meeting to tell them that the Russians

Imre opposed to the negotiations, of 'latch fact Roosevelt had Warmed his

e . few days before he died.

Mbenibile Wolff arrived in Berlin.

The 17th of April he had a long talk with Rimmler, which lasted from

two in the afternoon till one the following morning. After four hours

Kaltenbrunner joined then end remained .till the end.

Before Naltmdbrunner appeared, Wolff informed Himmler that if the

Germans had agreed to an immediate surrender to the Anglo-Axericans, these

scald not have been averse to =timing the war on the side of Germany

against the Russians.

Rissaler's anewer-was that he had burned the letter because it ams so

oseprmeising.

Rimmler appeared to Wolff a broken man, devoid of all enemy and will

power. laltenbrunner, on the other hand, seemed more aggressive end sus-

picious than ever. Nevertheless he did not seem to posselb the power to

decide Wolff's fats, so Wolff decided on a bold move, turned to the attack

and charged that Kaltenbrunner i s intelligence service was poor, and that

the accusation' brought against his were frankly an offense and a rank

injustice.
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Finally Wolff agreed to go with Kaltenbrunner to Hitler to explain

the facts and to ask his to judge them. Rimier preferred to absent him-

self from the conference with Hitler.

At five o'clock an the 18th of April Laltenbronner and Wolff were

received by Hitler. Hitler, even more than Himmler, had the appear** of

a finished man. He seemed suddenly to have aged by 20 years; stooped,

with trembling hands, pale face and eyes distraught, be scarcely seemed to

know what vas going on about hie.

Hitler barely listened to the justification of Wolff; he interrupted

his almost immediately to launch an interminable monologue in Which he al-

ternately talked of s'resistance" and certainty that there woad be a split

between the Allies. He ended by dharging Wolff to tell Fiettinghof to de-

fend the Italian front with the greatest determination. The casferenee

ended thus. Wolff bad bluffed and von.

1H11-14144****

The 23rd of April Wolff returned to Switzerland determined to sign

the surrender. He vas acoompanied by Wenner and by ViettinghofSe delegate,

who possessed full powers, Lt. Col. VictorPiom Sehweinits.

Greatly to the surprise of the Germans, Culles refused to receive them.

Be had received instructions from *Abington to break off negotiatione.

Dulles vas uncertain as to whether this was due to a veto imported by the

Russians, or to the suspicions aroused by Wolff's journey to Berlin.

Weibel, Rusaann and Parrilli made every possible effort to prevent

tulle' , letting the German delegation depart without accomplishing their

project, vhich the three had brought thus far. through difficulties and

hindrances of every kind. Caevernits, an Doris:Ian of Germ= origin, and,

therefore, the most capable of understanding the peyclIology of the group

lead by Wolff, took it upon hinself to explain . to Dallas the point of view

of the Germans and the Italians.
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tblles let hiss:aft* convinced, and telegraphed to Caserta announc-

ing the arrival of t.,e German delegation in Switzerland. .

lost aptly a telegram came from %miler to *Motor:larded by Timmer

to AtiMann. Rimaler forbade Wolff for the nth time to leave the Italian

Zone and ordered him to employ ever, possible means in combatting the of-

fensive launched by the Allies on the lst of April an the Italian front.

It was a proof that Wolff was acting on his van initiative, and against

the will of Hitler.

Itimmler ts telegram had no :offset an Wolff. Before leaving for

Switzerlan4 he had agreed with Viettinghof, Attiger, Pohl and finally
44.

with the Oataeiter, Hofer, not to obey any further orders that Berlin might

issue °oncoming the Italian tone.

The reply from Caserta to tulles' telegrum was in the affirmative:

Alexander was still interested in the negotiations and Dulles was re-

quested to held the German delegation pending further oomeunioations.

linmaann urged Wolff to leave for Italy and to announce the capitula-

tion, together with Viettinghof, without further loss of time. Wenner

could go to Caserta to sign the surrender, if he vete given full powers,

together with Schweinits. It would maybe necessary for Waft to delegate

Wenner as his officia] representative.

Wolff accepted the suggestion and left for Italy.

At Osinobbio he was surrounded by Partisans and stopped. Re •uc-

ceeded finally in continuing the Journey, thanks to Weibel, assisted by
-PC

the Amenican-Vice.Consul.ALIngano, Donald Janes, Sgt. Franco Livio of the

Swiss Intellteers Atrelze, and of the Italian poctorsitimegrini andlentura, 

who possessed the confidence of the Italian C L N.
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Schweinits and Wenner loft Switzerland the 28th of April and on the

29th signed the surrender at Caserta. They affixed their signatures with

the reservation that the surrender would be confirmed by Viettinghof and

WOW. The confirestion was to reach the Marina= mot later than 12 on

the 2nd of MaY.

In the meanehile the Osman Headquarters were transferred to Solsano.

Viettinghof was no longer in command because an the 29th of April he was

relieved.

With the shortening of the Lines an the Western Front, tease/ring

found that he wee being assigned a sector that incl ,led Srearia, the South

Tyrol and the Italian Zone..

To place of Slattinghof, fesselring used Set Nils Schulte sedirent-emeMPORPOIM....
sel, who refused to listen to any talk of sorremder. Ithttdger, who teepo-

••••■■•■

rarily was taking Viettinghof f e place, insisted with Wets and Wanted

that they would have to recognise the signature of t keurrender, as.signed

by Schweinits and Wenner.

The,9enseslilerr aolefe1461,...00rman4ing re oectivvly the 10th

and llith *reared forces, were of the sons opinion as Sttiger.

As Schultz and . 14nteel were not dieposed to agree, gottiger, with

the approval of tom had then arrested.

The arrest took place on the let of May. The Osman Militarystithori-

tioahad token the irrevocable decision to announce the cessation of firing

that night.

Sauleiter Hofer changed his mind at the last moment and informed

Headquarters of what was happening.



31.
•

Wiltenbrunner immediately sent into the South Tyrol a special forme

of SS with the order to arrest all who had taken part in the capitulation.

• But the envoys of Waltenbrunner mould not accomplish this mission

dee to the general contusion, the rapid succession of events (maws which

vas the death of Hitler), and above all due to the determination of the

leader of the group, Wolff himself, who vas ready to enter the lists with

soy as opposed to the execution of the capitulation.

The 2nd Of.May at h in the morning he had a last long talk on the

telephone. with Kesselring.

Thefield lershall ens still doubtful and seemed recalcitrant, but,

in view of the general dissolution, and the fact that Viettinghof had been

officially represented at Caserta, Resselring finally homed to the seem-

pushed fact.

. At 12 on the 2nd of Way the Germans *eased firing. Sdhults end t-

•l were rammed and left for Germany, utile Viettinghof reassessed command

of the Wehrmacht in Italy.

The hth Of lay an Anglo-American Commisaion u•rtved inDolasne to take

over the government. The lhth of lay the Allied troops oompletad the Occupa-

tion of Worth Italy.

Thus ear concluded the active phase of the Osman capitulation in Italy.

**********

I have written the facts as they were told to as by qualified and 1.

authoritative source,.

The exactness of sy version was confirmed by the Germans, where it

vas possible for me to gather. details concerning the reasons that impelled

the Germans to enter into negotiations with the Allies.
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It is still not clear for what reasons Wolff and his group conducted.

Icing and dangerous discussions during too months to final4 conclude an un-

conditional surrender, which could have been accompliaked with a very brief

exchange of viewp between the parties.

If it was merely to surrender without coed/Aims, the Hemmen troops

could have quietly &united the Alliee offensive and then laid dean their arms.

At Flensburg, the UOVernor de Doenits, knowing that the troops were

cut off in Norway sad Denmark, and were in no position to resist, ended.tbe

war with ea unconditional surrender. There were no negotiations with the

Miss and the responsible commanders did net expose themselves to being

considered traitors.

It could be said that in Italy Wolff ind his collaborators sought

their can safety. The position held by Wolff and his rank in the 3$ might

.justify this observation 	  His responsibility as a war criminal re-

mains to be proven.
1141-141111IHISHI

If Wolff e s action had been dictated purely from a selfish motive*

he might:have asked for himself and his cellaboratore the assurance of

several millions and a hospitable reception-in some far country that was

peaceful and neutral, to which,as a last mission,. the Allies mould have to

transport him. Unconditional surrender of the Italian Front was.well vorth.

such a concession, and such a request scold not have scandalised the secret

services of his adversaries.

To judge the results, the personal welfare of the negotiatbrs of the

• surrender must instead be put in the background. Wolff for three years has

been a prisoner of the Inglo-Americans, while his wife inc family are in
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dire. need. The poet var adventurae of %IL= have alma:rho= told: as

to llarosr, we nay add that until a short time ago he also vas deprived or

• hie liberty.


